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not set his designs to naught in His love of Jacob.
For this reason, it is stated that from the tranquility
of the abodes of Jacob and the desolation of the
cities of Esau and Hashem’s not permitting the
latter to do him any harm, Jacob can discern that
Hashem loves him. For Esau will have found no
defect in Jacob and will not have been able to
wreak destruction upon him in the intensity of his

envy.

And in this context can be understood the homilies
of our sages (Megillah 6a) on the verses (Bereishis
25:23): “and the one people shall be stronger than
the other people” and (Ezekiel 26:2): “I shall be filled
with her that is laid waste,” which they expounded
as importing that they cannot both be equal in
greatness, but that if one is “full” the other must be
“waste.” It may be asked why this should be the
case with Edom [Esau] more than with any other
nation. And the answer will be along the lines
mentioned above, with some additional
explanation. And that is, in view of the fact that
there is no reason for any other nation to envy
Jacob, it is possible for other nations to exercise
great sway even when there is kingdom in Israel.
For the reign of the other nations in their lands,
according to their tongues, does not oppress Israel
at all, their having nothing to do with Israel. But
Esau, the first-born, would be angry for his
inheritance, saying: “I, too, am an inheritor of the
treasure; we have the same father.” It is for this
reason that Jacob’s ascent dictates the descent of
Esau. The descent of Jacob, however, does not
proceed from the ascent of Esau; but the ascent of
Esau dictates the descent of Jacob — not
inherently, G-d forbid, as the descent of Esau is
dictated by the ascent of Jacob, but fortuitously.
And that is, if not for the Blessed One’s
righteousness to Jacob and the humbling of his
foes, when He apportions lots to all the peoples and
establishes nations in tranquility, whom, among all
the many nations, would He more greatly desire to
accord the throne of honor than Esau, the son of
the beloved mother, whose fathers, Abraham and
Isaac walked before Him? For this reason, it is
dictated that Esau be exalted among the nations
when Jacob and his children do not attain to
kingdom.

This is what would be demanded by these cogent
considerations and this is, indeed, corroborated by
experience and by the testimony of the prophets.
And this is the intent of the verse (Bereishis 36:31):
“And these are the kings that reigned in the land of
Edom before a king reigned over the children of
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Israel.” Why must Scripture state “before a king
reigned...” if not to inform us that precisely
because there was no king in Israel in those days
there was a king in Edom. For if Israel had attained
to kingdom there would be no king in Edom,
kingdom indeed departing from them, as we see,
when a king arose in Israel. For David, king of
Israel, appointed deputies over them and did not
allow them kings, this situation obtaining until the
time of Yehoshafat, as it is written of that time (1
Kings 22:48): “There was no king in Edom; a deputy
was king.” And this situation persisted until the
time of Yehoram, of whom (because of his sins and
his following the house of Achav) it is written (11
Kings 8:20): “In his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah and they made a king over
themselves.” And they had kings until the exile, as
it is written (Ibid 22): “And Edom revolted from
under the hand of Judah until this day,” the Jews
not being sufficiently righteous to cut off a king
from Edom. In the time of the second Temple,
however, Edom was subservient to Israel,
Hyrcanus making them guards of Jerusalem and
causing them to enter the covenant of
circumcision. And in the days of Agrippas, when
Jerusalem was taken, Edomite regiments came to
the assistance of Judah.

It is apparent from all this that all the days that the
Blessed One prospered us, He trod down the
peoples of Edom beneath us; and when we
undermined our Tower of Strength, Edom girded
its loins in might. For our sages have already made
it clear to us that our present exile is the exile of
Edom. For though Rome “the cutter” has been our
undoing and it is considered part of Greece
(Onkelos translating [Bamidbar 24:24] “And tzim
from Kittim” — “and troops will be summoned
from Rome” and Kittim is one of the sons of Yavan
(Greece) (see Bereishis 10:4), still, its kings were
from Edom, as was much of its population,
Onkelos translating (Lamentations 4:22): “Your
iniquity is remembered, daughter of Edom,” as
“Your sin is visited upon you, Rome, you wicked
one, built up in Italy and filled with people from the
children of Edom.”

This is what we have seen to be the case with the
passage of time vis-a-vis Edom — that when the
Blessed One raised the staff of our strength,
Edom’s hand was lowered; and when we were
lowered and cringing, he grew in destructive
power. And, as to what will transpire with the
continued passage of time, the prophets have
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already described it as following this pattern until
(Ovadiah 1:18): “And the house of Jacob shall be fire
and the house of Joseph, flame, and the house of
Esau, stubble... (1bid 21): and liberators shall ascend
Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, and the
kingdom shall be Hashem’s.” That is, though Esau
has fallen and risen many times, he will not fall
never to rise again until Jacob rises never to fall
again.

We see, then, that the hegemony was apportioned
to these two twins, each to inherit it at different
times. And because of this strong bond between
them they were both called “the generations of
Isaac,” for which reason the parshah opens
(Bereishis 25:19): “And these are the generations of
Isaac...” That is, these two, Jacob and Esau, the
subjects of this Parshah, are the generations of
Isaac. For though Esau was an evildoer, he is still
reckoned as Isaac’s son — unlike Ishmael (Bereishis
[21:10]: “...for the son of this bondwoman will not
inherit with my son, Isaac”), who is not accorded
the honor of being referred to as “the generations
of Abraham,” as Isaac is, for which reason it is
added “Abraham begot Isaac.” The reason for this
is that Isaac and Ishmael were not equally beloved
of Abraham; but he made Isaac the apple of his eye
and bequeathed to him the glory of his wealth,
whereas to the sons of the concubines he gave gifts
and sent them away form Isaac. After that they had
no relationship with Isaac whatsoever and
deserved to be forgotten. This was not the case,
however, with Jacob and Esau vis-a-vis Isaac — to
the point that it was almost Esau who was his
favorite son! For both of them were the sons of the
noble mistress [Rivkah], attached to each other
from birth and conception, and conjoined in
kingdom almost forever, as I have explained. For
this reason, Esau’s name cannot be forgotten,
though he be an evil-doer, for our fates are so
inextricably intertwined. For this reason, both of
these children are referred to as “the generations of
Isaac,” and the parshah goes on to describe how
their later history is foreshadowed.

It is first stated that their mother did not conceive
them within the conventional framework of nature
(for she was barren), but as a result of Isaac’s
entreaties of the Blessed One on her behalf. These
were accepted and she was healed. This may, at
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first glance, evoke doubt and wonder. For Rivkah
did not fall to Isaac’s lot adventitiously, but she was
the woman designated for him by Hashem (as seen
in the episode of Eliezer). How, then, could He
have chosen a barren woman as the lot of His
“bound one”? This cannot be resolved except
through the dictum of our sages of blessed memory
(Yevamoth 64a): “The Blessed One desires the prayers
of the righteous.” For in this way He draws them
close to Him, the soul uniting itself with its Creator
in an abundance of prayer which cannot fail of
acceptance.

As far as its being written (Bereishis 23:21): “And
Isaac prayed next to his wife,” our sages (Yevamoth
64a) expounded this as implying that Rivkah
prayed together with Isaac, but that (Bereishis, Ibid):
“Hashem was entreated of him,” and not of her.
But, according to this interpretation, it should have
been written “And Isaac and Rivkah prayed.” It
may be, however, that the interpretation is derived
from her prayer not being specifically mentioned
but her praying being implied in the expression
“next to his wife,” this being consistent with
homiletic interpretation.
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The plain meaning, however, I understand along A return to
the following lines: One whose nature is changed, discussing
though it is changed miraculously, must first be Maaseh
adapted to what he is being changed for and cannot Bereishis

simply attain to what is foreign to his nature while
still in his original state. Similarly, in our case, it is
not to be understood that Rivkah, while still in her
original state, with defective reproductive organs
dictating barrenness, nevertheless conceived and
gave birth. It was not so. Rather, as a result of
Isaac’s entreaties, the Blessed One modified her
nature and rendered her constitutionally capable
of conception.

However, such operations entail the activation of
mediating effluences between ourselves and the
Blessed One. For, apparently, changes in the
terrestrial presuppose changes in the celestial, our
sages saying in this connection (Mechilta Beshalach 2):
“The Holy One Blessed be He does not exact
payment from a people until He exacts it from its
heavenly plenipotentiaries first.” Several verses are
adduced in corroboration of this principle, among
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,Dﬂ’l”ﬂl’)nb 172)? 2392 BN 7D ,ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ these heavenly influences; and if the latter, which
D277010 YN DITRNN DYAVNN DRI generate power and strength for Egypt, remain
NYNY D) ,59 Nnw RY DNy 1y entirely unaffected, though their very stronghold
oxR ]2 77 59 ANIRD TIRD RY DHYNL be assailed, the people will not be destroyed for all

of this unless the hand of its supporter and
4PN NoMNn T wonn R strengthener be weakened.

=
m

21,8721 NUR IV 10 D) PN AWURD Similarly, the remediation of any creation requires The person

y N y y y an effluence reaching it and effecting such prayinghasto
Wy Tpnn YoY YW paw T remediation through agents of which we have no connect the

R "D HAR INWPVI RY MYRnNRl knowledge. But when this remediation comes shefa to the
Y AR ,INYN NPR TN PIPPNN through a supplicant, it would seem that this desired

y y N N supplicant himself is a mediating agent through Physical
YNVN YAV MR OPIDR PIYNI which the effluence comes to rest upon the object change

JTY2 MY AOR ‘7)’ ralak IMPIRNNL - o his supplications. For this reason, when Eliyahu
TTNNN Y9N J2 1798 NPNNA 1Y) brought back to life the son of the widow of Zarefat

- .y y 99591 y (I Kings 17:21), he stretched himself out upon him
‘?)_’ 1A ] Dnya nwow TN 9y three times, the boy’s substance thereby being

n'a7n) ["...'D"?l} RIpN D’)D)]D Wb\? "l"?’D readapted for the reception of life. And Elisha, too,

1 Mechilta on Az Yashir:

NIV 9120 VIR RNIN DR 197 110N Y191 12 1789 PRINND 09PN MNMIRY 102 ,0°R370 Y3 5P R ARINN "R IR 22”7 :INR 737
1NN 1Y 1NN YIN 12 11AY IRIMY 1NIY DINNT RN DR 197 :D1T0 MWIRI HTIN MWIRD RXIN DR 17 100 YIN 12 171aY IRIMY
RIDD2 RN DR 123 :(T:10) D22 177 19M 1P MAIIN” 112 INRI NN :(22:x) "NIHVN IR TIYN 120 Y7 INRY Y HIH nya
5N YR DN NWITNN INR TR 0PN Y3 DRI 5192 297 MIRN YYD L1307 DI NR RIDID PYTNIT 7AW 13010 Y191 13 118Y IRIMY Nnaw
IRINIY NNIW 2IMD2 RXIN NR 197 :(2:0 OW) RIDD DY 1INY1 DMYDNRN 07221970 1IN DY 10 IR RINNM (4T 0'DaIW) NP
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RN DWIN I 1PN AT (Ko N when he brought back to life the son of the
P m IJW’bI‘U NPRD NN '73’I71 Shunamite woman (II Kings 4:34), lay d.own upon

him and placed his mouth to his mouth,

19 DY 1YY 210V NNVN 12 nYnna instructing first (Ibid 29): “and lay my staff upon the
IR NNVRIN L(T2:772 D1an) ‘1l 2999 Yy face of the child.” And Jacob, likewise, said

"a- N ‘ Syy 8 17 , (Bereishis 48:9): “Take them to me and I will bless
32 ‘7)’ myvn nnw) (02:7 "2 0117n) them,” and he placed his hands upon them. All of

WDN (L:nn J'l'VJNWl) ]3 DJ Apyn " -‘)’37 this demonstrates that the effluence is conditioned
YT NYn 702718 7‘_;N RIONR... for the object of the blessing through the agency of

him who pronounces the blessing or the prayer, for
) y 9y
yawn 7 amn it el (1 DY) DN '71’ which reason it is desirable that the first be in close

7ann myxnra 7an n% 1M proximity to the second or even in contact with him
DIPNA POR 2970 NIRRT 1D ,H%annny  if possible.

JVAR DR 11 PaAT IR

"2 INWR n21% 9 myn PNXY D (1)INR p';] This is the rationale for Isaac’s praying “next to his
wife,” so that he could the more focus his mind

Yav »um Ny myT o 11270 772 upon her and draw down the remediating effluence
LJNAIPYN NNONN MINRMY N9M 1PN’ which would annul her barrenness. The

[1'7] (3RR) NP INY ANV AT NYNY)  effectiveness of the mediation being a function of

Tll’"lpﬂ'? N9 ATRYR I 0N pyoximity, he. placed her as f:lose as possible to

him, there being no more optimum moment than

NTIY N AN’ VAR 7N RY 7 »VbN that of his standing in prayer before Hashem. (c.f.
Jn 9% TNy Bereshis 18:22)

™02 ’N')g 7772 PN 11NN NTY 7190V INRY After recounting the miraculous nature of this How did the

y y y N conception, the parshah goes on to relate how the boys’
MR Pyl ,oan 178 NN TR DD origins of these children foreshadow and illumine character

RIM .DIINRD 172N DY JONY PR their later history. First we are told that the diverge
DTV PNR2 WIR NN DAN YR’ brothers warred with each other while yet in the despite both

29391 99 y womb, until their mother, in the consciousness hatureand
R 1 PV DR AWIIAY TV ,]012 that nothing of this kind had ever happened to a nurture?

MMYNNY TY ,D'?U?‘? NN NORY mp pregnant woman before and that it must perforce
Y N, ,172Y DR NI D79 5399 99 presage something of great moment, determined

a1 AN NYTo T ‘N nR WY Ny to probe it by making inquiry of Hashem. This is

subsumed in (Bereishis 25:22): “And the children
(33 N N'wx1l) VIR RIM AT NN o» wrangled within her, and she said: ‘If so, why am I

]D DR INRM ﬁ].'l?:l D’JJ'\ INXINN”  thus?’ And she went to inquire of Hashem.”
20 TR m‘r'; Tom 2R N -m‘y]

™A PYRIAL DO WI9M L1 DR [P]NIRY  “If so” is very aptly interpreted in the Midrash

1 (Bereishis Rabbah 63:6): “R. Chaggai said in the name

3N 727)” (0w aman yu) DY 1I0R .N27 of R. Yitzchak: ‘We are hereby taught that Rivkah

7]'1"\\) Tﬁ‘?ﬁ MR PNY? 17 (?D%1  went around asking pregnant women: “Did you

D’U] '71_) ]‘17]1]19 ‘))) Tﬂﬁ'\n NP327 NNR - ever experience travail of this kind?”*”

NN VRN 129 (8A%) YN 1-1'7 nININY
D793 YY 1YY XN 72 DR] 2002
"1om72Y X5 ORHYM

772 YRVWY INRY ,7109N wIan Nt 999y In this context the verse is to be interpreted as Ibn Ezra

y 9" meaning that after she had asked these women if (Bereishis
AXRRM 111711 12 ]jb P DR DI they had ever experienced anything similar and 25:22):

paY "’DJN nI 773‘? ]3 DR’ NINR ”N'?” had been answered in the negative, she said: “If so, W71 4¥¥ 1
ﬂ’UNWJJ DUU 79 '7)) aR ,Ntn 17Iyn why am I thus” — placed in this strange situation TN NXNN
b:N ’71D9n q]v w1-‘,92 1n,,D Nb n:-‘ which was never the lot of others? (The Midrash I'NNI 2192

2 Melakhim 11 4:34:
9987 1922 KDY DIFORD WR DI MPNRD PYY AN TTINN DYIND NN 1IRY DWIRT P¥N
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N'wr11) RITY 12 DNIAR 17 O 7D i;lself does I?Ot }ixrﬁ)dtg intf:gpr;t the conclusion of )D'mg;"
. the verse, but R. Abraham 1bn Ezra interprets it in nim) "Xy
JIRI VYPA RN ,(23:03 this manner, and it is, indeed, an apt ("2
interpretation.) "0 Ipa
.D910 DY Y
b1 11990 ,n‘p DV 71T PR D AYTY MINRY A}fter ascertzflining th?tHhelil situztion wa? atyp;cal, ':-[3[]:-:';;‘1'1:;)'
MY ) 1 - y »  she went to inquire of Hashem by way of prophets i
n‘r‘n:nn’m ,DRY11 791 7 TIN \’Jj'l'b (or she isolated herself for the reception of the ) o wsm
,TID)?Q‘J nom 5 1Iya nnXya spirit of Hashem, which would reveal it to her) 5 ("ID
571 9799 27O 1902 1N DN NIT)Y) what would be her latter end (according to Rashi of ITQISV;:J';;
77NY DN NYTY NADIY MY (ow) blessed memory) — that is, she yearned to know 0nY U1K DR
’ what was presaged by this strange phenomenon. CINT A
W OY qRY LRIIN A PV YV ang though the Ramban takes exception to this '~ " "0
V1792 9NNm RS (ow) 397y ]”:mjnw interpretation,. saying that he had never 5ON DNR
ral SR WIT RN RY 19 I0RY T8N0 encou_ntered “inquiry of Hash(?m” as connoting ;7175117
- ey anything other than prayer, as in (Tehillim 34:5): “I AN AT ANY
,J;?” Tl DN ?mm_j DP\?D ,‘J?Dﬂﬂb have inquired of Hashem...”, (Amos 5:4): “Inquire of  .5,un (N2
(N2 oman) (1NN ’m'11m"73)31 me and live,” (Ezekiel 20:3): “As I live, I will not be
T ” ) ey y » inquired of by you” — it would seem that the
U:l Tb? o] ~d (T_n oY) ") NUTT following escaped his notice (11 Kings 8:8): “And the
V)T!N DR ,323 m [D’B; DﬂB ’DN king said to Hazael: ‘Take a present in your hand,
VAVI ARNN 1Y (0 Yxpy) "...DDY  and go meet the man of G-d, and inquire of
7732‘61" (N:n’20%1) NIV RIPN 1]?573 Hashem by him, saying: “Shall I recover from this
disease?” and, similarly, (Ibid 1:2): “Go and inquire
1‘71 jnln Tl"l np bNT{n bN 1'7?37 of Ba’al Zevuv, the god of Ekron, whether I shall
! R nl)ﬁ'n D’p‘?N'\ U’N nN'17'7 recover form this disease.” These latter inquiries
21]13 "’ﬁ'( "7“73 MR WDN‘? 1D1ND are to determine what will transpire — as is the
\ " case here, Rivkah yearning to know the import of
1317 '71’33 1\)7'[ 13‘7 (1 N’10'371) 13 D} the strange thing occurring to her.
nox) ”wr TN MNRDR APY TR
YYRIN 717'[‘7 N'?N TR NIYVMTH
o nYTY Naom N o192 T aRY NN
JOR ANPN TN PIYD AT POY nMnY
272709 2AYNNN Y NY'NIN Tan 'm A}Illd the Blgssed Qnel all)lprises1 h(;l}'l tli)at Fhe Sgrze;his
y 9919 y phenomenon 1s not simply the result of her bearing :23:
D) 7R ’T:b D72 71Y 032 PRY two fetuses alone, but of her bearing two nations, A% 0Nl
,21T2 007 TP DN TR 9293,0 0 each of them destined to become a great nation in (om) qu"
XY L,YNN ITIONY MNIRD N9R)  its own right. And, what is more, these peoples will v12 [D!i}]
D'NYY TIV9N DN DD RY 99 )y separate themselves from her innards. That is, the DmK? QU
‘ divergence will not take a long time in coming, but AT WD
2NN’ YNN DNRY q92’n Pty 0727 will begin, and will continue unabated, from the K70 DN
DY P’ RY DMIRA YR UMY time of their leaving her womb. And these two ~ TY!21! \:’?UN;

NVM NN NYA PR TNRD YAR ,PNINA
270 D 7 DT’ NI N NYa
Y205 DO 'NYA T NN ,"PYY TaY?
(&%) 7.1277102 DR 2 1TNRY? RY PWNIRD
7Y 91920 0,790 I M0 Y]
27 N U RY (9) ,NTaY) PYRM
9N NNIYY RN RY YNNI NN

peoples will not be equal in strength, but one will
be stronger at one time, and the other, at a
different time. And the reason for their
estrangement will be that the elder will serve the
younger, a state insupportable by human nature
except within a framework of strife. It was
deliberately not arranged otherwise — that the
elder dominate and the younger serve him — for
this would not result in strife and contention, the
younger not balking at subservience to the elder.

Kesuvos 103a:

22" :NODT
TN AN TIY
TR ,7ARN
it — "90x

3 Ramban (Bereishis 25:22):
JAR) AR DFN2R 2277 121 11X (272:770 WK DY "wA) 3w WD 11900 DY MIRNNY ND99NR IR AT Nk 1Y AW D173 13 OK IR A7 10 19 OR nRm
Q%W 1KY 0N 2IN37 I FNWH 1102 IR AT A7 AN 1277 19 IR WARNY R 73RN 1792 072 YR OR DWIAT DR 7KW %D (272:770 WRIA DY XA
2 (02 3 2PK) TR SN KD IWRI DYV PN ROW IR NINKY 11K ORIV QWA PR T 317 07 700 19 OR IR 93 21V NI 71 w02
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(In this connection our sages expounded
[Kethuvoth 103a]: ““Honor eth your father’ — this
[“eth”] includes your older brother.”), but the first-
born will not find it in his heart to humble himself
to his younger brother, and the latter’s solicitation
of the dominance accorded him will be an ever-
present cause of strife and dissension between
them. This is the signification of their wrangling in
the womb, each desiring ascendancy over the
other.

The cause of this, however, is perplexing; for,
beyond a doubt, these fetuses were not created so
greatly at odds with each other as to begin battling
in the stomach! There is no escape, then, from
positing a natural cause for this phenomenon, that
cause being, in my view, the diametric opposition
of the nature of the one to the nature of the other.
For Esau was (Bereishis 25:25): “reddish, all over like
a hairy cloak,” indicating boiling humors and an
excess of vapors, whereas Jacob was a smooth-
skinned man, of quiescent humor and dormant
vapors. And this was paralleled in their ways and
deeds, Esau being a man of the field, seeking
movement, his feet not planted in his home, and
Jacob, a dweller of tents, “glorying in dwelling at
home.” Now these fetuses, being thus disparate in
nature, would undoubtedly be naturally oppressive
to each other. For those things which are mutually
antagonistic attack and forcefully repel each other.
For this reason, the fetuses wrangled in the womb.

But if this was a natural phenomenon, as we have
posited, how can it be seen as presaging their
future relationships? The answer is along the lines
we have indicated. Their natural antagonism itself
was a miraculous phenomenon. For antagonistic
temperaments among individuals are attributable
to the difference in their parentage. And if they are
to be attributed to the stellar system, the
distinguishing factor becomes the moment of
conception and birth. This being the case, twins
should be similar in their nature and in the
character traits attendant upon it, their natures
and organs having been created in the same womb
at the very same moment. And even if we assume
that the two forms are not invested at the same
moment, still, the time lapse is not so great as to
warrant the assumption of antagonistic stellar
systems. To this should be added the fact that the
effect of stellar influence is determined by the
nature of the material acted upon, and, in view of
the similar material natures of twins how could
such a radically different stellar effect be accounted
for? The opposition of their natures, then, being so
unnatural a phenomenon, we must conclude that
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it was directly generated by the Blessed One
Himself as a sign presaging all that would occur to
these children.

According to this premise, their nature was
changed for no other reason than to cause what
transpired with them in their mother’s stomach to
serve as a foreshadowing of what would befall us in
the end of days, so that those living at that time
would be prescient of their destiny.

Or it may be said that the Blessed One desired to
make Esau the instrument of His wrath against
Israel, for which reason He implanted within him
a nature antagonistic to that of Jacob, so that they
should be correspondingly antagonistic in
character traits, these being the basis of hate or
love between human beings. To this should be
added the fact that the Blessed One, knowing that
Esau and his children would be “rebels against the
light,” invested the brothers with qualities which
would arouse hatred between them so that Esau
would keep his distance from the borders of Israel
and not be drawn there to stake his claim. (The
thoughts of Hashem are deep; we cannot see their
ends.)

In any event, what transpired with them in the
womb was an augury of what would transpire with
them all the days of their lives. Similarly, what
transpired with Jacob upon his leaving the womb
is a sign and omen of what will transpire with us in
the end of days. For he left with his hand grasping
the heel of Esau. And there is no question that this
was not an adventitious occurrence. For when the
Holy One Blessed be He chastised Jacob for his
ingratitude in the face of all the lovingkindnesses
He had accorded him, He said (Hosea 12:4): “In the
womb, he seized his brother by the heel and in his
strength he prevailed against a god [the angel of
Esau].” And if this were an adventitious act, why
should He chastise Jacob because of it? This is
compounded by the fact that it is a highly
unnatural occurrence. A fetus is extremely frail.
How, then, could he have been grasping his
brother’s heel? Undoubtedly, then, this was a
Divine intimation of what would occur in the end
of days, that at the end of Esau’s reign Jacob would
seize his kingdom, and would, in that sense, be
grasping his heel. And this is, indeed, what will
transpire in the future as stated in the prophecy of
Ovadiah (Ovadiah 1:18): “And the house of Jacob
shall be fire and the house of Joseph, flame, and
the house of Esau, stubble...” after which it is
written (Ibid 21): “and liberators shall ascend Mount
Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, and the
kingdom shall be Hashem’s.” And this is the intent
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-n-p‘; NN VY IR ogu‘; ]173 9p3a  of the Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 63:12): “A certain

9 ” general asked one of the sages of the house of Siloa:
me) Nﬂ '133. ’IWDNU Jat [.731‘?73'1 ‘Who shall take over the kingdom after us?’ The

RX? 12 ’-.‘.DB]]" (Ow 2"N% ,NM'WNII NI Jatter immediately brought a smooth piece of
mn 11:1‘7 [‘731’)] TR ]1n3n () [N parchment and wrote upon it (Bereishis 25:25): ‘And

; y ; K y N after that his brother came out with his hand
0N N 9 A Jﬁ'?D a7 ]‘7 R grasping Esau’s heel.” The former thereupon

5031 75“ -‘”3 N’J-‘ 713’11’12‘2 J'ﬂD'?DW remarked: ‘Behold, old words from a new elder.”
Al nn—m ‘]17] ]7'7)) ann 'D‘]n‘pjj It is apparent, then, that Jacob’s grasping his
,gn D,JU, D,-‘:-r 1N-‘ 1-‘nN [I:Pv:] brOtheI.' ‘1n the womb was pOI'tent.OllS and not

adventitious. The Blessed One chastises Jacob for

YV '\)}3 '1733 1)”71'\‘7] ,U'I’ﬂ 1121 ingratitude [for His lovingkindnesses] over having
APYW NN 0D RN Mn LN ININ  grasped his brother just as he chastises him for

mpn RY ],va MON 10 Va1 PN ingratitude [for His lovingkindnesses] over having
: ’ iled against th 1.
AN aApY’y PMINNNA ‘N R [Aroy] D S e anse
(T:2ar ywin) 22TV 12D ,PNIR DR 2pYVw
TR MY [IR] YRR 2P 1933]
[:(3ra) DINOR

"7A N D ORI NN PN PTY 5aR  But some explanation is still needed. For Jacob’s

having prevailed against the angel was beneficial in
y 9y b y AU
el Py PR Ra o NoR IR NTVY itself, that angel being the heavenly

2V 1Y A RINN "lem ’J ,)NXYy1 plenipotentiary of Esau, as we are told by our sages
NNININ) 573 921127 MMYITINY IND YWY  (Bereishis Rabbah 67:2). His prevailing against him
) , ” , connotes the angel’s not contesting Jacob’s

VoY v 1] (N7 MUNIA 27NW NIW domination of Esau, but consenting to Isaac’s
, Y OP1 VYN T 517 WNONY AN blessing in full, as is implied by (Bereishis 32:30):
,PTINY 1992 9WR 19920 YY DODN AR “And he blessed him there.” And this is in
(.7 1% nwnna) [MINR] (F]-H-N) RIAY NI accordance with our sages’ dictum: “The Holy One
% , Blessed be He does not exact payment from a

'ImJ RINTID W?DN 1 371’, bNU’ﬂ people until He exacts it from its heavenly
1nN '[j:p] [’DU'? bNUﬂ T( 1}35 1)3&51 plenipotentiaries first.” But Jacob’s grasping Esau

1]’]’113’1 PRY DN 'ﬂ"l' 47), 1-‘.” " DU in the womb was merely a portent of what was to
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was angry with him and said: ‘You should have
struck five or six times. Then you would have
smitten Aram until they would have been
consumed. But now you shall smite Aram three
times.”” It is seen, then, that when one performs an
act at G-d’s bidding symbolic of what is prophesied
for the future that symbolic act is to be taken as a
guarantee of the occurrence of what is prophesied.
Therefore, the Blessed One, in his chastisement of
Jacob, is telling him that He has performed a
kindness for him by guaranteeing His word and
confirming His decree that Jacob will seize an
existing kingdom in the end of the days of Esau’s
reign. Before that reign will have expired he will
already have seized it, grabbed it by the heel, as it
were.

His grasping of his brother in the womb intimates
what is prophesied by Ovadiah: “And the house of
Jacob will be fire ... and liberators shall ascend...”
The Blessed One hereby embodied this intimation
in an act, thus making the fulfillment of what is
intimated a necessity, that when Esau is consumed
and sinners cut off there will rule a king in Israel,
presiding on the throne of the Blessed One.

However, this view of the Ramban’s of symbolic
acts as guarantors of future states is cause for
wonder. For this casts uncertainty and
indefinitiveness upon those forecasts not bolstered
by symbolic acts as not being necessary of
fulfillment; for if they were, why should some of
them be reinforced by symbolic acts assuring
fulfillment if they would be fulfilled in any event?
The answer would seem to be that such symbolic
acts accompany only those forecasts which, by
their very nature, are not strongly suggestive of
fulfillment — namely, forecasts of evil. These are
not certain of fulfillment for, the Blessed One being
long-suffering, if the nation destined for that evil
repents, He removes His wrath from them, as we
find in the case of Ninveh. It is for this reason that
one is not confirmed as a true prophet through
prophecies of evil; for these need not perforce
materialize. [If, however, he accompanies them
with a symbolic act, they become subject to the
same considerations as prophecies of good.] And it
is for this reason that such symbolic acts
accompany only forecasts of evil, as in “Thus shall
Bavel sink and not arise.” And the forecast
concerning Aram, too, though it was a forecast of
good for Yoash, king of Israel, was one of evil for
Aram. And the possibility existed [in the absence
of a symbolic act] that Aram might repent of its evil
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way and the Blessed One remove His wrath from
them. For this reason, symbolic acts had to
accompany such forecasts; but a forecast of good
does not require a symbolic act to insure its
fulfillment.

But what shall we do? For the Ramban extends his
principle to the prophecies of good to Abraham,
most of which were reinforced by symbolic acts!
Listen, then, to what I shall tell you. There is
nothing in the nature of a good forecast which
makes it more susceptible of fulfillment than an
evil forecast. For just as the attribute of justice
dictates that an evil decree be annulled upon the
repentance of its objects, so does it dictate that the
objects of a promised good have that good withheld
from them if they adopt evil ways. There is no
difference whatsoever between the two, as is
explicitly stated by the verse (Jeremiah 18:9-10): “And
at another time I spoke concerning a nation and
concerning a kingdom to build and to plant; but if
they do evil in My sight, not to listen to My voice,
then I shall repent of the good...” However, if
things proceeded along these lines; that is, if good
and evil forecasts would change, there would be no
way in which to confirm the truth of a prophet. (For
signs and wonders can be contrived in many ways
which have nothing of truth about them.) It was
therefore necessary for the Blessed One to
establish some of the forecasts as firm and
unchangeable. He did not choose to do so with the
evil forecasts, for it would be in violation of His
mode of conduct to do evil to those who returned
to Him. It was the good forecasts, then, which had
to be positive of fulfillment; for if they were not, a
true prophet could not be discriminated.

And this being so only because of this need, it
follows that wherever this need does not obtain,
things should revert to their original nature — that
is, good forecasts should be just as susceptible of
change as evil ones. And it is understood that such
a need obtains only in respect to a prophet whom
we are commanded to heed, as it is written (Devarim
18:15): “Him shall you heed.” For if there were no
way of discriminating the truth of his prophecy, we
could not be commanded to heed him. But in
respect to our forefathers, who were not in this
category — that is, the category of the prophets
whom we were commanded to heed — in respect to
them the forecasts retained their original natures.
That is, the good forecasts were just as susceptible
of annulment as the evil ones (with the exception
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of those forecasts accompanied by symbolic acts —
in which case all the forecasts were guaranteed,
good and bad alike!).

And this resolves many problems. For Isaac blesses
Jacob and says to him (Bereishis 27:29): “Be a lord
over your brother...” Now this is not the prophecy
destined to materialize in the end of days when
“Jacob will be a flame, etc.”; for when Esau will be
consumed he will be free of his master! There is no
escaping the fact that the forecast applies to a time
when Esau is still alive. It is also not to be
understood as implying that he will be a lord only
for a limited time, for one is not blessed in being
told: Today you will be a lord, and you will spend
the rest of your time in exile and servitude. The
blessing, then, can only be understood as applying
to the greater part of the time, but how is this seen
to coincide with reality! And even if the Blessed
One causes David’s horn to be exalted [i.e. brings
the redemption] tomorrow, most of our time will
have been spent in servitude to our brothers, in
bondage to the sons of our mother! How much
more so in that we are told by our sages that we
now find ourselves in his [Edom’s] exile and we
cannot hope to be redeemed from it until there
arises the high priest for the Urim Vetumim to
destroy Esau and render us free of our master. We
can only say, then, that our sins have cut down the
time span of that goodly presaged state. For Isaac
was not in the category of those prophets whom we
are commanded to heed; his forecasts, therefore,
retained their original natures, all of them being
susceptible to change in accordance with the
actions of their objects.

The sum, then, all of the forecasts of our
forefathers which were not accompanied by a
corroborative symbolic act were susceptible to
change relative to the actions of their objects. And
for this reason no such acts obtained in the case of
these fetuses except those which intimated
inevitable occurrences: namely, the grasping of the
heel by the hand (for it is impossible that Jacob not
“grasp” the kingdom when the sinners will have
been cut off) and the fetuses’ wrangling with each
other.
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However, although we do not know the natural
cause of the grasping of the heel, we do know that
their wrangling with each other was dictated by
their mutually antagonistic natures. This diametric
opposition of their natures, however, was a
function of miraculous intervention, the Blessed
One desiring that they not be compatible with each
other for the reasons mentioned above. And so it
was, indeed, the ways and acts of the one being
entirely unlike those of the other. For Esau “knew
hunting.” He was a man of stratagems, hunting
requiring much cunning, as explained by R.
Abraham [ibn Ezra]. And he was a man of the field,
loving movement. And Jacob was the complete
opposite in both respects. He was a simple man,
not learned in stratagem and subtlety (as explained
by Rashi, of blessed memory), and he was a dweller
of tents, disdaining movement.

And the acts, too, which they participated in were
geared to arouse hatred and envy. First (in this
connection), Jacob’s strange appropriation of
Esau’s birthright demands explanation. For how
could Jacob, the “simple man,” ask Esau to sell his
birthright to him for a mess of lentils? In general,
this episode raises many questions. First, how
could this righteous man desire what is not his and
tell his neighbor: “Sell me your inheritance?”
Second, how could he so cheat him as to take such
anoble birthright for such a cheap, shameful price?
Even if Esau, in his ignorance, would consent to
such a thing, Jacob should counter his corruption
and not cheat him in this unheard of manner. And
even if we grant that the selling of the birthright
had no monetary implications at all, that the first-
born’s receiving a double portion was something
originated by the Torah, never having obtained
before, and that the selling of the birthright had
implications of honor alone — that the younger
brother receive the honor due the elder — it still
does not seem befitting of Jacob to ask Esau to
exchange his honor for something worthless. And
even if we adopt that view which holds that the
birthright was sold not for a mess of lentils but for
its full value, the chain of events leading to the sale
is still very difficult to follow. For if Jacob evinced
a desire for the birthright, there should have been
a cogent mediating catalyst causing Esau to accede
to the transference of his honor to Jacob for full
payment. But for Esau to come back weary from
hunting, to ask for something to “restore his soul,”
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and for Jacob to exploit this to snatch away his
birthright — this, indeed, demands explanation.

And this explanation is forthcoming in the words
of our sages of blessed memory (Bava Bathra 16b) to
the effect that on that day Abraham had died and
Jacob was cooking a lentil dish for the mourner’s
meal. Esau, it seems, was not present at Abraham’s
demise at all, his eye had shed no tear for his death,
and his heart had not broken over Isaac’s
mourning, but he related to them heartlessly and
shamefully and pursued his frivolities in the field.
Even when he chanced to come home and found
Jacob busy preparing the mourner’s dish for his
father, he did not sit down, as was the custom, to
nod his head in woe and to console, but he shouted
out in the manner of the carousers (Bereishis 25:30):
“Pour me some of this red, red stuff!” That is, I'll
open my mouth, and you pour it down! (as Rashi
explains). And when Jacob saw him thus
abhorrently demeaning his fathers, he was
extremely pained that Isaacs honor should be more
deeply stamped upon Esau than it was upon
himself. For the respect due the elder son by the
younger derives from the father’s image being
more deeply stamped and impressed upon the
former in point of his being “the first of his
strength.” For this reason, the younger brother is
required to honor the elder, as our sages have
explained (Kethuvoth 103a). But if Esau demeaned his
fathers, how could their honor be more deeply
impressed upon him than upon Jacob! For this
reason, Jacob, seeing the evil of his ways, said to
him: Because I consider my fathers the crown of
my glory, and because “As this day” I relate to them
more deeply than you do (Bereishis 25:31): “Sell as
this day your birthright to me.” That is, let our
relationship to our father in the days to come be as
it is this day. For it is not right that you walk
around all day with the stench of your field and I
follow in the footsteps of our father, and yet,
whenever you feel like it, you vaunt yourself, saying
that our father’s name is more deeply impressed
upon you than upon me.

And Esau bethought himself of the path he had
chosen for himself and answered (1bid 32): “Behold,
I go to die. Why, then, should this birthright be
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mine?” The meaning here is as follows: Good men
always follow in the footsteps of their virtuous
forefathers, as our sages have stated (Erchin 16b):
“One should never abandon the ‘trade’ of his
fathers.” All this, so that he be called by the name
of his fathers. And the opposite is the case with
those who do not walk in the path of their fathers
— he causes their name to be forgotten until their
memory is almost obliterated. This is the intent of
“I go to die...” That is, I have not chosen to follow
the way of my fathers, whose glory is to dwell at
home; but I love the life of the wilderness, to walk
by myself to the lairs of lions and to hunt. What
profit is there, then, in my fathers’ name being
conferred upon me if their ways are not my ways.

And Jacob saw that the selling of the birthright
would be to Esau’s shame and humiliation. He,
therefore, said (Bereishis 25:32): “Swear to me as this
day.” His intent was not that this bind Esau for fear
of his soul. For one such as he would not be bound
by a vow or any manner of oath. (Our sages have
already said [Bava Bathra 16b] that Esau had
perpetrated five transgressions on that day, one of
which was denial of the Holy One.) But because he
foresaw the possibility that the sale might be
contested (the birthright accorded by such a father
as Isaac not being barterable for money), he
desired to confirm the sale through Esau’s oath, so
that no further litigation be necessary if Esau
contested the transaction. (To this should be added
the fact that it is the practice of the peoples to this
very day to secure those transactions which have
some inherent weakness by means of an oath on
the part of the leaser or seller.)

It is then related that Jacob gave the bread and the
pottage to Esau, who reveled in the filling of his
belly and shamed the birthright. Even after he had
gone he did not regret his folly and his wickedness
and say: “What have I done!” This is the intent of
(Bereishis 25:34): “And he ate, and he drank, and he
arose, and he went away, and he shamed...” That
is, even after he went away. Indeed, we never find
him regretting the act at all, except in conjunction
with his complaint over losing the blessing, as it is
written (Ibid 27:36): “He took my birthright, and now
he has taken my blessing.” It is only when he has a
mundane complaint that he spills out everything
along with it. In addition to this, he realized then
that the tie between Isaac and his children was an
extremely valuable commodity, “for His blessed
ones shall inherit the land” (Tehillim 37:22). It is for
this reason that he worried about the birthright.
Add to this the fact that at the time he was more
than sixty years old, whereas his shaming of the
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birthright had taken place when he was a callow
youth of fifteen, for which reason he made light of
it and sold it for a mess of lentils (or received full
payment for it, though this is not stated explicitly,
according to those who subscribe to this view).

Whatever the case, the matter is understood and
Jacob’s actions vindicated along the lines I have set
forth.

With all this there is no doubt that when Esau
bethought himself of what had taken place and the
dizzying spirit that had confounded him departed
from him, he despised Jacob for this. For just as
the brothers had been made diametrically opposed
in nature, generating little love and much hatred in
consequence of this difference, so their deeds, too,
contributed to the intensification of Esau’s
contempt for Jacob. For though Jacob did only
what it was right for him to do, still, his acts and
deeds vis-a-vis Esau were manifested in such a way
as to cause even the flesh of the dead to be sentient
of them and the very shades to quake — how much
more so an “earth-shaker” such as Esau!

And as far as the sale of the birthright itself is
concerned, though Jacob played upon him, still, he
willingly consented and had no one but himself to
blame; but in the episode of the blessing, how
could his anger be contained! After having aspired
to his father’s blessing, after having been moved to
this aspiration by his father himself and not
through his own arousal — after all this to have
Jacob come and snatch away his blessing! Is there
anything more potent than this to “sow discord
among brothers”?

And the nature of [this “blessing”] is strange in
itself, demanding explanation. For there are only
two possibilities here. The first is that Isaac’s
blessing took the form of plain prophecy, the
revelation of what would transpire with these
children in the future (not that Isaac’s soul was
inclined to one of the sons, whose good he desired
and for whom he prayed). According to the first
possibility the purpose of the savory foods (which
Isaac asked Esau to prepare) was not that the soul
of Isaac unify itself in love of the son who prepared
these foods with the intent of praying for his
prosperity, but that his soul be readied for the
communion which would enable it to reveal his
future. This has its parallel in the answer given to
Saul by his servant, viz. (I Samuel 9:8): “I have in my
hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver. I will give
that to the man of G-d and he will tell us our way,”
and, as Yerovam said to his wife (I Kings 14:3): “And
take with you ten loaves, and cracknels, and a
bottle of honey, and go to him. He will tell you what
will become of the child.”
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G-d forbid that this be the hire of the prophet! My
understanding of it is that because the spirit of
prophecy does not come from G-d to the prophet
of itself, but he must solicit it. It cannot be attained
unless he suppresses all of his natural forces so that
the soul may isolate itself for communion with that
ethereal spirit. Now nature militates against this,
so that in its time of nourishment it is impossible
for the soul to achieve the requisite solitude under
the stress of rebelling nature. For this reason, the
prophet must receive something pacifying to
nature so that it “consents” to this solitude and
leaves off its oppression, a kind of “giving the devil
its due.” This seems to have been a common
practice among the prophets, so much so that
Amatziah said to Amos (Amos 7:12): “Prophet, go.
Flee to the land of Judah and eat bread there, and
prophesy there.” That is, take gifts for the purpose
of prophesying. And this explains how the false
prophets could have found so much place for their
lies as to take the hire of their prophecy in public,
as it is written (Micah 2:11): “If a man walking in wind
and falsehood would lie, saying: ‘T will preach to
you of wine and strong drink,” he would even be the
preacher of this people.” If the true prophets did
not follow this practice, then the greed and falsity
of the false prophets would be transparent. (But let
us leave this now, for it is not really in place here.
In point of its strangeness, however, I felt that it
warranted some comment.)

In any event it is apparent that it was the practice
of the prophets to take some kind of repast to assist
them in attaining the solitude necessary to predict
something, though they had no particular
inclination in the direction that prediction would
take, whether for good or for evil. If we say that
Isaac’s blessing was of this plain prophecy type,
unoriented towards the good of its object at all,
then the “savory foods” are to be understood along
the aforementioned lines. Or, if you wish, you may
simply conclude that their purpose was to place
Isaac in a happy frame of mind, our sages saying
(Shabbath 3ob) that the Shechinah comes to rest
upon one only in the midst of joy.
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Whatever the case, Isaac’s benediction would not
take the form of blessing and prayer but of
prediction of the future, unaffected by Isaac’s
merits or prayers at all. This is one of the
possibilities. The second is that through the merits
of Isaac and through his benediction, a
combination of prayer and prediction, the object of
the benediction is blessed in the manner intended.

Both of these possibilities, however, present
formidable questions. For if his blessing were
nothing more than prediction of the future, why
should this be of such grave concern to Rivkah as
to cause her to devise all of these stratagems
certain to arouse envy and hatred between them?
And why should she, too, not be desirous of
knowing what the future holds for each of her
sons? So that the plain meaning of the verses
would seem to make it apparent that it is by virtue
of his blessing that they are to inherit the good
contained within it, all or most of it — as per the
second possibility.

But here, too, there is a formidable problem. And Bereishis 27:33:
that is, he who is blessed attains what is contained NHI';[] PNy TN
in the blessing — whether all or part — in the merit ~ TRR™TY 3T
of Isaac and his benediction, then how can Jacob  Nidx™n Nl
attain all this by turning aside the intent of Isaac, N2iI'T'¥T¥D Ni7)

the agent of the prayer and the entreaty? For even 70 N1
if we grant that the Blessed One will not (under NID 00
these circumstances) be entreated of Isaac to give 1113702 1N273XI
the rule to Esau as he intended, how could He be RN

entreated to give it to his rival, Jacob (if this
assumption is, indeed, true, that Jacob profited
from this benediction only by virtue of Isaac’s
praying). How could his entreaty sadden him and
his prayer turn against him to the point that in
anxiety for Esau Isaac cries out: “And he will be
blessed, too!” That is, once it has left my mouth it
cannot be retracted. In short, the matter of the
blessing, regardless of which of the possibilities we
assume, is extremely puzzling.

My understanding of it is as follows: Jacob, even
before the blessing of Isaac, was destined for
lordship, the Blessed One having told Rivkah while
they were still in the womb: “And the elder will
serve the younger.” However, Isaac did not know
of this prophecy; for, apparently, the prophets in
those days were not permitted to publicize their
prophecy, not being acknowledged prophets, as
were those afterwards in the period of the
prophets. And even the latter, it would seem,
require blanket or specific permission from the
Blessed One, our sages having stated (Yoma 4b):
“And Hashem spoke to Moshe from the tent of
meeting, to say’ — R. Menassia said in the name of
R. Menassia Rabbah: “How do we know that if one
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tells something to another the latter should not
repeat it unless he is expressly told to do so? From
the verse ‘...from the tent of meeting, to say.” And
if this was the case with Moshe, it certainly should
have held true for the other prophets in those days
— that when the Blessed One revealed His secrets
to his servants, the prophets, they were not to
publicize them. For this reason, Isaac did not know
that Jacob was already destined for lordship — to
the point that he was ready to bless Esau to rule
over his brother!

Rivkah, however, though knowing what the
Blessed One had stated concerning Jacob, was
extremely troubled when she heard that Isaac
desired to bless Esau (knowing of his love for him),
fearing that Isaac’s benediction and prayer might
gain dominion for Esau though it had been
destined for Jacob. The reason for this (as I have
explained above) is that the prophecies of those
days were not certain of fulfillment. For which
reason she worried that Isaac, through his prayer,
might cause the kingdom to revert to Esau. By
means of this amazing stratagem, then, she caused
Jacob to be blessed. And though she knew that
Jacob would not receive anything by virtue of a
blessing which was objectionable to Isaac (this
being incompatible with the nature of a blessing, as
I have written above), still, knowing that Jacob had
been destined for lordship, she assumed
(correctly) that when the Blessed One’s spirit
would come to repose upon Isaac to bless the one
standing between his hands, Hashem would put
the words in his mouth and declare all the good in
store — whether by virtue of the blessing or by
virtue of that already ordained — for the hegemony
of Jacob.

And two ends would thereby be served: first, Isaac,
through his prayer, would not cause the hegemony
to revert to Esau; the second, that Jacob’s
dominion over Esau would be more firmly
established. For, as I have written above, the
prophecies of those days, which were not certain of
fulfillment, received confirmation only when
combined with a symbolic act imaging what was
prophesied. And because the prophecy
communicated to Rivkah — “And the elder will
serve the younger” — was not repeated to Isaac and
he did not know of it at all, there is no doubt that it
was strengthened when the Blessed One repeated
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it to Isaac, and Jacob, its object, was blessed
through it.

It is my understanding, furthermore, that when
Isaac blessed Jacob, he did so not being entirely
sure whether it was Jacob or Esau he was blessing.
We find several expressions of reservation in this
regard: first, (Bereishis 27:20): “How come you have
found it so quickly, my son?” Again (Ibid 21): “Come
close, and let me feel you, my son.” And yet a third
time (Ibid 22): “The voice is the voice of Jacob but
the hands are those of Esau.” Now there is no doubt
that a voice is a more trustworthy sign than hands.
From all of this it is apparent that it was not clear
to Isaac for a certainty that this was Esau standing
before him — in spite of which doubt he blessed
him, acquiescing in either possibility [that it be
Esau or Jacob]. For there is no doubt that Isaac
loved Jacob and desired any blessing for him which
would not result in harm to Esau. Accordingly, he
resolved that this blessing be for the one standing
between his knees. And even if it were Jacob this
would cause no harm to Esau, for it would be
impossible for Jacob to receive by virtue of his
blessing something that was objectionable to Isaac
and contrary to his intent. For this reason, he
assumed that if it were Jacob, the Blessed One
would not place in his mouth anything injurious to
Esau; and if Jacob would be blessed in something
which would not result in harm to Esau, this would
be perfectly agreeable to him, for Jacob, too, had
issued from his loins. In sum, all that he desired
was that his blessing be productive of good, even if
Jacob were its object. And being inclined to believe
that it was, in fact, Esau (though this had not been
conclusively established), he did not hesitate to
bless him. And the Blessed One, loving Jacob,
placed in Isaac’s mouth when he blessed him, all
the good destined for Jacob, whether by virtue of
Isaac’s blessing itself or by virtue of what had
already been ordained for him in respect to
dominion (and Isaac would never have presumed
to request dominion for Esau).

And when Isaac finished blessing Jacob and saw
that the Blessed One had placed in his mouth the
words “Be a lord to your brother,” he assumed this
to confirm beyond a doubt that the one who had
been blessed was Esau, not knowing that Jacob
would not accede to kingdom by virtue of his
blessing but that it had already been accorded him.
For this reason, when Esau entered, Isaac was
seized with great trembling and said (1bid 33): “Who
was it, then...” — in spite of which he concluded:
“And he will be blessed, too.” For he then realized
that Jacob would not attain to dominion through
his blessing (for this could have been contested as
having been given in error), but that “the thing had
gone forth from Hashem.” And though [— thus the
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